RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

January 8, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were 2 new members in attendance today.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced a new way of picking up our lunches.  Jeanne dismissed the head table and the handicapped to get their lunch.  After this, Jeanne dismissed each table with instructions of how to get their lunch and not have a problem with getting back to the table.  After lunch, 1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Marylee Shrider from Hoffman Hospice.  Marylee stated that she had informational folders at the back table for the members to take if they wished.  Marylee related some individual experiences with Hoffman Hospice, dispelled some myths and answered questions.  Individuals and doctors can recommend you to Hoffman Hospice.  It was a very interesting subject and well presented by Marylee.  Hoffman Hospices’ goal is pain control and the ability to live comfortably.
BUSINESS MEETING:
President Jeanne Berkshire announced that a pair of glasses was found after the Christmas Luncheon and asked if they belonged to anyone in attendance at the meeting today.  It was suggested that they be given to Helen Heath for her Eye Glass Project.
TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for November 30, 2007 and December 31, 2007.  The total REOKC membership as of November 30, 2007 was 3,818 and as of December 31, 2007 was 3,830.

CRCEA – Dave Merritt reported on the conference to be held at the Doubletree Hotel on April 14, 15 and 16th and that we will need volunteers to help with this event.  Dave also informed the membership of a bill that the legislature will be carrying regarding Alternate Board Members on the Board of Retirement.  He also mentioned that the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission had announced that employers can legally eliminate or reduce health benefits for retirees when they reach 65 because of Medicare.

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 12 pair of glasses and 16 eye glass cases since her November report.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported that she sent 3 Sympathy Cards and 2 Get Well Cards.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of November there were 27 volunteers who worked 83 hours and assisted 1,030 visitors and for the month of December there were 26 volunteers who worked 78 hours and assisted 895 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through 2007 is 255,781.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that she had the TREND out by the end of December.

OLD BUSINESS:

THINGS FOR GOODIE BAGS – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that we still need items for the goodie bags for the conference and that we will accept items through our March meeting.  The next conference committee meeting is January 15th at Doubletree Hotel Coffee Shop at 10 a.m.

NEED HELP WITH THE NEW SPEAKER SYSTEM – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that we still need someone to help with the speaker system.  

NEW BUSINESS – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that the price of our lunches effective January 2008 has increased by $1.00.  She also announced that since we have moved into a new building the member’s price will not increase at this time but we will re-visit this in July and decide if we need to increase the member’s price of lunches by $1.00.
President Jeanne Berkshire announced that in February and March we will have a raffle for a gift certificate for dinner for 2 at Hodel’s with the proceeds going into the conference account to help with the expenses of the conference.  Kern Federal Credit Union secured these tickets for us for the conference but also told us we could raffle them off since a person living in Northern or Southern California could possibly win the ticket at the conference and they really wouldn’t want them.

The attendance prize was won by Helen Mullican.  For the drawing, 2 cups of $10.00 each and 50 cups of $5.00 each were given away.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted this 13th day of January, 2008.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
